
Philosphers

Thomas Hobbes

Believed all 
humans were 

selfish and 
wicked.

Social Contract by 
which people 

created government.

Believed rulers 
needed total 
power to be 

citizens under 
control.

Montesquieu

Separation 
keeps any 

individual or 
group from 

gaining total 
control of the 

gov't.

Checks and 
balances.

Separation of 
Powers: 

executive, 
legislative, and 

judicial.

Mary 
Wollstonecraft

Believed that 
women had 

greater 
opportunities.

Wrote satire about 
the frequent targets 

of the clergy.

Voltaire

Fought for the 
freedom of religious 

beliefs. Fought for 
tolerance.

Purpose of gov't is 
to protect the 

Natural Rights.

Natural Rights: life, 
liberty, and 
property.

John Locke

Argued that women 
need better 

education like the 
men.

Power of gov't 
comes from the 
consent of the 

people.

Believes people 
can learn from 
experience and 

improve 
themselves.
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