
Philosophers of 
the Enlightenment

Life

Liberty

Property
John Locke

Natural Rights

Voltaire

Believed in 
reason.

Believed in 
freedom of 

religious belief

Believed in 
freedom of speech

Believed in

Thomas Hobbs

People game up 
their rights to a 

strong ruler.

Beleived all 
humans are 

naturally selfish 
and wicked.

Beleived rulers 
need total power.

Beleived 
people can 

learn from and 
improve 

themselves.

The Social 
Contract

Montisquieu

Favored the 
British 

governments 
seperation of 

powers.

Judges
Judicial

Parliament
Legislative

King and Ministers
Executive

Believed in 
tolerance.

Rousseau

Beleived 
civilization 

currupted peoples 
natural goodness.

Believed people 
lived free and 

equal individuals 
in a primitive " 
state of nature"
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