
War Affects the World- Chapter 13 Section 3 

I. A Truly Global Conflict Geographical widening of the war actually had begun soon after 

the conflict started. Japan entered the war on the Allies’ side. The Ottoman Turks and later 

Bulgaria allied themselves with Germany and the Central Powers. That widened the conflict 

further. By early 1915, the only major neutral power left besides the United States was Italy. 

And Italy joined the Allies in April. None of these alliances gave an advantage to either side. 

But they did give military leaders more war zones in which to try to secure victory.  

a. Fighting Rages beyond Europe 

i.  As the war dragged on, the Allies desperately searched for a way to end the stalemate. A 

promising strategy seemed to be to attack a region in the Ottoman Empire known as the 

Dardanelles. This narrow sea strait was the gateway to the Ottoman capital, Constantinople. 

By securing the Dardanelles, the Allies believed that they could take Constantinople, defeat 

the Turks, and establish a supply line to Russia. They might even be able to mount an 

offensive into the Austrian heartland by way of the Danube River.  

ii. The effort to take the Dardanelles strait began in February 1915. It was known as the 

Gallipoli campaign. British, Australian, New Zealand, and French troops made repeated 

assaults on the Gallipoli Peninsula on the western side of the strait. Turkish troops, some 

commanded by German officers, vigorously defended the region. By May, Gallipoli had 

turned into another bloody stalemate. Both sides dug trenches, from which they battled for 

the rest of the year. In December, the Allies gave up the campaign and began to evacuate. 

They had suffered about 250,000 casualties. 

iii. Despite the Allies’ failure at Gallipoli, they remained determined to topple the Ottoman 

Empire. In Southwest Asia, the British helped Arab nationalists rise up against their Turkish 

rulers. Particularly devoted to the Arab cause was a British soldier named T. E. Lawrence. 

Better known as Lawrence of Arabia, he helped lead daring guerrilla raids against the Turks. 

With the help of the Arabs, Allied armies took control of Baghdad, Jerusalem, and 

Damascus.  

iv. In various parts of Asia and Africa, Germany’s colonial possessions came under assault. The 

Japanese quickly overran German outposts in China. They also captured Germany’s Pacific 

island colonies. English and French troops attacked Germany’s four African possessions. 

They seized control of three. 

v. Elsewhere in Asia and Africa, the British and French recruited subjects in their colonies for 

the struggle. Fighting troops as well as laborers came from India, South Africa, Senegal, 

Egypt, Algeria, and Indochina. Many fought and died on the battle- field. Others worked to 

keep the frontlines supplied. Some colonial subjects wanted nothing to do with their 

European rulers’ conflicts. Others volunteered in the hope that service would lead to their 

independence. This was the view of Indian political leader Mohandas Gandhi, who 

supported Indian participation in the war. “If we would improve our status through the help 

and cooperation of the British,” he wrote, “it was our duty to win their help by standing by 

them in their hour of need.” 

b. The United States Enters the War  

i. In 1917, the focus of the war shifted to the high seas. That year, the Germans intensified 

the submarine warfare that had raged in the Atlantic Ocean since shortly after the war 
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began. By 1917, failed crops, as well as a British naval blockade, caused severe food 

shortages in Germany. Desperate to strike back, Germany decided to establish its own 

naval blockade around Britain. In January 1917, the Germans announced that their 

submarines would sink without warning any ship in the waters around Britain. This 

policy was called unrestricted submarine warfare. The Germans had tried this policy 

before. On May 7, 1915, a German submarine, or U-boat, had sunk the British passenger 

ship Lusitania. The attack left 1,198 people dead, including 128 U.S. citizens. Germany 

claimed that the ship had been carrying ammunition—which turned out to be true. 

Nevertheless, the American public was outraged. President Woodrow Wilson sent a 

strong protest to Germany. After two further attacks, the Germans finally agreed to stop 

attacking neutral and passenger ships. However, the Germans returned to unrestricted 

submarine warfare in 1917. They knew it might lead to war with the United States. They 

gambled that their naval blockade would starve Britain into defeat before the United 

States could mobilize. Ignoring warnings by President Wilson, German Uboats sank 

three American ships. 

ii. In February 1917, another German action pushed the United States closer to war. The 

British intercepted a telegram from Germany’s foreign secretary, Arthur Zimmermann, 

to the German ambassador in Mexico. The message said that Germany would help 

Mexico “reconquer” the land it had lost to the United States if Mexico would ally itself 

with Germany. The British decoded the message and gave it to the U.S. government. 

When the Zimmermann note was made public, Americans called for war against 

Germany. Even before news of the note, many Americans had sided with the Allies. A 

large part of the American population felt a bond with England. The two nations shared 

a common ancestry and language, as well as similar democratic institutions and legal 

systems. In addition, reports—some true and others not— of German war atrocities 

stirred anti-German sentiment in the United States. More important, America’s 

economic ties with the Allies were far stronger than those with the Central Powers. 

America traded with Great Britain and France more than twice as much as with 

Germany. The Zimmermann note simply proved to be the last straw. On April 2, 1917, 

President Wilson asked Congress to declare war. The United States entered the war on 

the side of the Allies. 

II. War Affects the Home Front 

a. Governments Wage Total War 

i.  World War I soon became a total war. This meant that countries devoted all 

their resources to the war effort. In Britain, Germany, Austria, Russia, and 

France, the entire force of government was dedicated to winning the conflict. In 

each country, the wartime government took control of the economy. 

Governments told factories what to produce and how much. Numerous facilities 

were converted to munitions factories. Nearly every able-bodied civilian was put 

to work. Unemployment in many European countries nearly disappeared. 

European governments even enlisted the help of foreign workers. For example, 

thousands of civilians were deported from German-occupied Belgium and 



War Affects the World- Chapter 13 Section 3 

France to work in Germany as farm and factory laborers. Britain and France 

recruited Chinese, West Indian, Algerian, and Egyptian laborers to work behind 

their lines at the front.  

ii. So many goods were in short supply that governments turned to rationing. 

Under this system, people could buy only small amounts of those items that 

were also needed for the war effort. Eventually, rationing covered a wide range 

of goods, from butter to shoe leather. 

iii.  Governments also suppressed antiwar activity—sometimes forcibly. In addition, 

they censored news about the war. Many leaders feared that honest reporting 

of the war would turn people against it.  

iv. Governments also used propaganda—one-sided information designed to 

persuade—to keep up morale and support for the war. One of the main 

instruments of propaganda was the war poster. In nations throughout Europe, 

striking, colorful posters urged support for the war by painting the enemy as 

monsters and allies as heroes. 

b. The War’s Impact on Women  

Total war meant that governments turned to help from women as never before. 

Thousands of women replaced men in factories, offices, and shops. Women built tanks 

and munitions, plowed fields, paved streets, and ran hospitals. They also kept troops 

supplied with food, clothing, and weapons. Although most women left the work force 

when the war ended, they changed many people’s views of what women were capable 

of doing. 

III. The Allies Win the War  

a. Russia Withdraws from the War By March 1917, civil unrest in Russia—due in part to 

war-related shortages of food and fuel—had brought the czar’s government to the brink 

of collapse. Czar Nicholas, faced with the prospect of revolution, abdicated his throne 

on March 15. In his place a provisional government was established. The new 

government pledged to continue fighting the war. However, by 1917, nearly 5.5 million 

Russian soldiers had been wounded, killed, or taken prisoner. The war-weary Russian 

army refused to fight any longer.  

Eight months later, a second revolution shook Russia (see Chapter 14). In 

November 1917, Communist leader Vladimir Ilyich Lenin seized power. Lenin insisted on 

ending his country’s involvement in the war. One of his first acts was to offer Germany a 

truce. In March 1918, Germany and Russia signed the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, which 

ended the war between them.  

The treaty was extremely hard on Russia. It required the Russian government to 

surrender lands to Germany that now include Finland, Poland, Ukraine, Estonia, Latvia, 

and Lithuania. Even though the treaty became invalid after the war, these nations still 

gained their independence.  
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b. A Failed Final Push   

i. Russia’s withdrawal from the war at last allowed Germany to send nearly all its 

forces to the Western Front. In March 1918, the Germans mounted one final, 

massive attack on the Allies in France. More than 6,000 German cannons opened 

the offensive with the largest artillery attack of the entire war.  

As in the opening weeks of the war, the German forces crushed everything in 

their path. By late May 1918, the Germans had again reached the Marne River. Paris 

was less than 40 miles away. Victory seemed within reach.  

By this time, however, the German military had weakened. The effort to reach 

the Marne had exhausted men and supplies alike. Sensing this weakness, the Allies—

with the aid of nearly 140,000 fresh American troops—launched a counterattack. 

Marshal Ferdinand Foch, the French commander of the Allied forces, used Americans to 

fill the gaps in his ranks. The U.S. soldiers were inexperienced but courageous and eager 

to fight.  

In July 1918, the Allies and Germans clashed at the Second Battle of the Marne. 

Leading the Allied attack were some 350 tanks that rumbled slowly forward, smashing 

through the German lines. With the arrival of 2 million more American troops, the Allied 

forces began to advance steadily toward Germany.  

 

ii.          Soon, the Central Powers began to crumble. First the Bulgarians and then the 

Ottoman Turks surrendered. In October, a revolution in Austria-Hungary brought that 

empire to an end. In Germany, soldiers mutinied, and the public turned on the Kaiser.  

 

iii.         On November 9, 1918, Kaiser Wilhelm II was forced to step down. Germany  

declared itself a republic. A representative of the new German government met with 

Marshal Foch. In a railway car in a forest near Paris, the two signed an armistice, or an 

agreement to stop fighting. On November 11, World War I came to an end.  

After four years of slaughter and destruction, the time had come to forge a 

peace settlement. Leaders of the victorious nations gathered outside Paris to work out 

the terms of peace. While these leaders had come with high hopes, the peace 

settlement they crafted left many feeling bitter and betrayed. 


