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WHO?

• Pol Pot was the leader of  the Khmer Rouge (Red 
Cambodians)- Pol Pot's resistance movement 
against Prince Norodom Sihanouk. 

Pol Pot



DID WHAT? 
• All foreigners were expelled, embassies closed, and any foreign economic or 

medical assistance was refused. Foreign language banned, newspapers and tv 
stations closed, radio stations were closed, and bikes taken. 

• All of  Cambodia's cities were evacuated, 20,000 died. (Example of  Organization) 
Ex soldiers were killed with wives and children- any suspected of  disloyalty. 
(Example of  Dehumanization and Extermination)  

• Killed Muslims who refused to eat pork. (Example of  symbolization) 



WHEN & WHERE?

The genocide took place during 1975-1979 all over 
the country of Cambodia.



HOW?
• Many were shot for small infractions while working in the crop fields. 

• Most of  the people killed died from starvation, over-working, and dehydration  

• People were forced to work 18 hours a day and received a small cup of  rice 
every other day in return. 

• Targets of  the genocide included minorities and members of  the "old 
society" (doctors, lawyers, educated people, and the wealthy)



WHY?

• Pol Pot wanted to " purify" capitalism, western 
culture, city life, religion, and all foreign influences 
were to be extinguished in favor of  an extreme 
form of  peasant communism. 



TOTAL LOSSES:

• When Cambodia's cities were forcibly evacuated, 20,000 died.  

• 50% of  the 425,000 Chinese living in Cambodia died.



POLARIZATION:

• Young people were taken from their parents and 
placed in Communals.  They were later married 
in collective ceremonies involving hundreds of  
often unwilling couples.



PREPARATION: 

• 10 to 15 families lived with a chairman at the 
head of  each group. 



CLASSIFICATION:
• Pol Pot .vs. 

Cambodians 
(picture on right) 

• Pol Pot .vs. Cham 
Muslims 

• Pol Pot .vs. 
Vietnamese 

• Pol Pot .vs. Chinese


