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• How did Enlightenment 
ideas influence early 
American documents?


• Basis for monumental 
tracts such as the 
Declaration of 
Independence and the 
constitution 



• Concepts such as freedom from 
oppression, natural rights, and 
new ways of thinking about 
government structure



• Enlightenment philosophers= Locke 

• Forged foundations for both colonial and modern 
America.




